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Background to the new history

Some years ago, | was asked by Cambridge University Press
would | be interested in being the general editor for a new
edition of the existing Cambridge History of the English
Language.

| considered the offer seriously, aware of how much work it
would involve. Two aspects, which | felt had to be centre-stage,
motivated me to say ‘yes’ to Cambridge University Press.

A new history of the English language had to:

1) Take account of the new data sources, methodologies and
analytical approaches visible in the field during the past few
decades

2) Afford full recognition to varieties of English world-wide
without prioritising any one or any small number of these.



Contents of the original Cambridge History of the English Language
General editor: Richard M. Hogg

Volume I: The Beginnings to 1066 (ed. Richard M. Hogg, 1992)
Volume Il: 1066-1476 (ed. Nicholas Blake,1992)

Volume Ill: 1476-1776 (ed. Roger Lass, 1999)

Volume IV: 1776-1997 (ed. Suzanne Romaine, 1998)

Volume V: English in Britain and Overseas — Origins and

Development (ed. Robert Burchfield, 1994)
Volume VI: English in North America (ed. John Algeo, 2001) e L
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Note. Organisation is chronological (Vols. I-1V) and
then by area (Vols. V + VI).
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Contents of the new Cambridge History of the English Language
General editor: Raymond Hickey

Volume I: Context, contact and development
THE

Volume Il: Documentation, data and modelling Liﬁ%%igE
vmfyﬁs;m

Volume III: Transmission, change and ideology s

Change el L.hl;w

Volume 1V: Britain, Ireland and Europe

GIENERAL §DITON
RAYMOND HICKEY

Volume V: North America and the Caribbean

Volume VI: Africa, Asia, Australasia and the Pacific (2 books)

Part I: English in Africa and the South Atlantic (book 1)
Part II: English in Asia, Australasia and the Pacific (book 2)

Note. Organisation is largely by topic (Vols. I-1ll) and then by area
(Vols. IV-VI).



The original and the new histories complement each other in several
ways: the different approaches to many topics offer contrasting
perspectives on data from the history of English
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Six volumes,
Cambridge
University Press,
2025/6

172 chapters by
227 contributors

The New Cambridge History of

The English Language

With contributions from the laading scholars in the fiald, this landmark series provides insights into
currant rasearch and methodology on the history of the English language. It is organised in a usar-
friendly way to enabla both schelars and students to access a whole range of topics quickly and aasily.

Series Editor: Raymond Hickey, University of Limerick
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A view of history

So the first question is: what does one understand by
history? For the current new work, history is understood as a
dynamic process; it is continuously evolving, beginning deep
In the past and reaching down to and including the present.

Importantly, the history of English is not a straight line from
the early documents in English to the present-day standard
of British English.

Old
English

Received
Pronunciation



A more Inclusive
view of the
history of English

A braided river,
several streams
which come
together, move
apart and come
together again.




Traditional approaches to the History of English

Old English (450-1100)
Middle English (1100-1500)
Early Modern English (1500-present)
— Or —

Early Modern English (1500-1800)
Late Modern English (1800- present)




Organisation of the new Cambridge History of the English Language

After checking university syllabuses for the history of English across the
world, it became clear that practically no universities offered full-term
courses on Old, Middle or Early Modern English.

Rather the universities had topic-oriented courses, e.g. historical pragmatics,
historical corpus linguistics, sociolinguistics and the history of English, etc.

So the decision was made to have chapters of about 20-25 pages in the new
history. These could then be used as reading material, say for a particular
week, within courses dedicated to various historical topics.




The ‘Long View’ perspective:
Seven detailed chapters in Volume |

Old English
— Phonology
— Morphology
Syntax
Semantics
Pragmatics
Ki\/;7 Sociolinguistics
Modern Onomastics

English



The language of major works / authors

Open page of Beowulf Geoffrey Chaucer William
manuscript (1340-1399) Shakespeare
(1564-1616)




The history of English in the

twenty-first century

Present research trends




Language Variation and Change

The research paradigm
‘Language Variation
and Change’ has
informed much recent
research into the
history of English.

This approach
examines minute
Instances of variation to
discern trajectories of
language change.




Methodologies

With the advent of powerful computers in
the late 1980s and 1990s linguists began
collecting large amount of data — known
technically as text corpora — and began
using these increasing in their research.
This research avenue has been greatly
expanded in the present century.
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Sociolinguistics: Networks and communities of practice

The role of networks and communities of practice in social
organisation and also in language maintenance and change has
been increasingly recognised and its insights have been applied to
the history of English.

o Historical
Sucinlinguistics The Handbook of

Historical
Sociolinguistics

Eeiieal B

Juan M. Hernandez-Campoy and
4, Camile Conde-Silvestre

WILEY Bisckwsi




New approaches: Women’s voices in the history of English

Women authors have been active in many spheres of society over the centuries
and have contributed to the textual record of English. There are early religious
works by female writers and towards the modern period we find women
dramatists and novelists with distinct voices and individual styles of language. In
addition, many women wrote grammars in the eighteenth century offering
unique perspectives on the structure of the contemporary language. Women
have also left behind many collections of letters and works criticising practices of
their time, notably slavery and colonialism.

Jane Austen (1775-1817) Aphra Behn (1640?-1689)




New approaches: Orality in historical documents

Scholars began discovering €
new paths to explore in the & \Nﬁtte n |
history of English. One of

these was examining the 3 VS.
relationship of colloquial en
spoken language (shown in e SpOk e
texts) to formal written = Languag
language.




New sources of data:
Different genres (text types)
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Emigrant letters as sources of data

Emigrants to overseas locations during the colonial period wrote
back home recounting their experiences in their new
environment and trying to get news of the family members in the
home country and to convince potential emigrants to make the
move and leave.




Hickey, Raymond (ed)
2019. Keeping in Touch.
Emigrant Letters across

the English-speaking
World. Amsterdam: John

Benjamins.

d JOHN BENJAMINS

PUBLISHING COMPANY




Some other relevant literature

The Language of Discovery,
Exploration and Settlement

ABAR ofde WORLI aud ol Blyjer B ERE & BETTEHERT Troct Woscnad i e gt 170

PR F PP P T p—

i faz-f o .ll T R T

ORALITY IN WRITTEN TEXTS

USING HISTORICAL CORPORA TO INVESTIGATE
IRISH ENGLISH 1700-1900

Carolina P. Amador-Moreno

Edited by
Nicholas Brownlees
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New sources of data: Court depositions

Court depositions, such as those of defendants at the Old Bailey
In London over a considerable time span (1740-1913), offer
unigue insights into vernacular English at various periods.
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Functional, usage-based and pyscholinguistic
approaches to language change

STUDIES IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Usage-Based
Approaches

to
Language Change

EDITED BY
Evie Coussé
Ferdinand von Mengden

John Benjamins Publishing Company




Grammaticalisation and Construction Grammar

New models of grammar have arisen as alternatives to the
established approaches of generative grammar.

Cambridge Textbooks in Linguistics

Grammaticalization _ Grammaticalization
Second Edition CO n St rU Ct| 0 n meets Construction

Crammar
Grammar

The Structure of English

edited by
Evie Counsé
Peter Anderzson
joe! Olafsson

Jeha Benjamning Publighirg Cempany




Historical Pragmatics

This field covers a number of topics, such as
how norms of politeness (and impoliteness)
changed over the centuries. It also involves
the general means by which speakers
organise their conversations with others.

5 o\ -

E

Danigla Landert .

Andreas H. Jucker,

HISTORICAL PRAGMATICS . W Historical Methods in
PRAGMATICS inthe Pragmatics ictori
HISTORY b Historical Corpus

of ENGL'SE T Pragmatics

Epistemic Stance in Early Modern English

Andreas H. |usker




The Late Modern English Period: 1800 —

Quite a number of changes took place in the past 2-3 centuries and so this
period has received its own label, Late Modern English. It is the time when
standard English was codified and official, public usage was made explicit.

Edited by Raymond Hickey .

Eighteenth-Century
English

Ideology and Change

An Introduction to
Late Modern English

Ingrid Tieken-Boon van Ostade




The speech of London as the emerging standard

The language of the court in London came to be perceived in the late
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries as a guideline for speakers from
the provinces. Initially, this is a very benign type of prescriptivism
without the censure of provincial forms which was to develop in the
eighteenth century.



A Proposal for Correcting, Improving, and
Ascertaining the English Tongue

Jonathan Swift

A Proposal for Correcting, Improving, and Ascertaining the English
Tongue, in a Letter to the Most Honourable Robert Earl of Oxford and
Mortimer, Lord High Treasurer of Great Britain, Printed from Benjamin
Tooke, at the Middle Temple Gate, Fleetstreet, 1712

To the Most Honourable Robert Earl of Oxford, &c.
My Lord,

What I had the Honour of mentioning to Your Lordship some time ago in Conversation, was
not a new Thought, just then started by Accident or Occasion, but the Result of long
Reflection; and I have been confirmed in my Sentiments by the Opinion of some very
judicious Persons, with whom I consulted. They all agreed, That noting would be of greater
Use towards the Improvement of Knowledge and Politeness, than some effectual Method for
Correcting, Enlarging, and Ascertaining our Language, and they think it a Work very
possible to be compassed, under the Protection of a Prince, the Countenance and
Encouragement of a Ministry, and the Care of Proper Persons chosen for such an
Undertaking. I was glad to find Your Lordship’s Answer in so different a Style, from what
hath been commonly made use of on the like Occasions, for some Years past, that all such
Thoughts must be deferred to a Time of Peace: A Topick which some have carried so far, that
they would not have us, by any means, think of preserving our Civil or Religious
Constitution, because we were engaged in a War abroad. It will be among the distinguishing
Marks of your Ministry, My Lord, that you had the Genius above all such Regards, and that
no reasonable Proposal for the Honour, the Advantage, or the Ormament of Your Country,
however foreign to Your immediate Office was ever neglected by You. I confess, the Merit of
this Candor and Condescension is very much lessened, because Your Lordship hardly leaves
us room to offer our good Wishes, removing all our Difficulties, and supplying all our Wants,
faster than the most visionary Projector can adjust his Schemes.

Jonathan
Swift, lrish
satirist and

political writer

1667-1745



Prescriptivism in England

Prescriptivism arose as a practice whereby some people tell others
how they should speak and write, all the while condemning their
native mode of language. It is associated with a number key
authors and with the codification of standard English in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
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Reassessments:
The rise of standard English

John Walker Thomas Sheridan Robert Lowth Samuel Johnson
(1732-1807) (1719-1788) (1710-1787) (1709-1784)



A SHORT

INTRODUCTION

T O

ENGLISH GRAMMAR:

WITH

CRITICAL NOTES.

Tue SeEcowp EpiTiON, CORRECTED.

Nam ipfum Latine loqui et illod quidem in magna laude
ponendum : fed non tam. fua {ponte, quam quod elt a
plerifque negle€tom. : Non enim tam prazclarum et fcire
Latine, quam turpe nefcire; meque tam id mihi oratoris
boni, quam civis Romani proprium videtur,  Cicero,

LONDON,
Printed for A. MrrLr AR, in the Strand; and
R, and J, Dobsrev, in Pall-mad,

MDECLXIII,




Sheridan, Thomas (1719-1788)
Irish writer, born in Dublin and
educated in London and Dublin. He
was first an actor and is the author
of a farce The Brave Irishman; or
Captain O'Blunder (1743; published
1754).

Later he became a travelling expert
on elocution. Sheridan produced A
Course of Lectures on Elocution
(1762), A Rhetorical Grammar of
the English language (1788) and A
General Dictionary of the English
Language (1780) in which he gives
guidelines for the correct use of
English.



Walker, John (1732-1807) A
Londoner and prescriptive
author of the late 18th century,
best known for his Critical
pronouncing dictionary (1791)
which enjoyed great popularity
in its day.

A CRITICAL

PRONOUNCING DICTIONARY,

AND EXPOSITOR OF
THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE:

IN¥ WHICH, ROT ONLY THE MEANING OF EVERY WORD IS CLEARLY EXPLAINED,
AND THE S0UND OF EVERY SYLLARBLE DISTINCILY SHOWN,
BUT, WHERE WORLS ARE SUBJECT TO DIFFERENT FRONITRCIATIONS,

THE AUTHORFIIES OF OUR BESIU PRONOUNCING DICTIONARIES ARE FULLY EXHIBITED,
THE REASONS FOR EACH ARE AT LARGE DISPLAYED, AND THE
PREFERABLE PRONUNCIATION IS POINTED OUT.

S
To which are prefized,

PRINCIPLES OF ENGLISH PRONUNCIATION :

1IN WINCH THE S0UNDS OF LETTERS, SYLLARLES, AND WORDS, ARE CRITICALLY
INVESTIGATED, AND SYETEMATICALLY ARRANGED;

THE INFLUENCE OF THE GREER AND LATIN ACCENT AND QUANTITY, ON THE ACCENT AND QUANTITY
OF THE ENGLISH, 15 THOROUGHLY EXAMINED, AND CLEARLY DEFINED;

AND THE ANALOGIES OF THE LAXGUAGE ARE 50 FULLY SHOWN AS TO LAY THE FOUNDATION
OF A CONSISTENT AND BATIONAL PRONUNCIATION,

LIKEWISE,
Tules to he observed by the Nutives of Scotland, Treland, and London,
for avoiding their respective peculiarities ; and

DIRECTIONS TO FOREIGNERS, FOR ACQUIRING A KNOWLEDGE OF THE USE OF THIS DICTIONARY

The whole intersperzcd wilh
OBSERVATIONS, ETYMOLOGICAL, CRITICAL, AND GRAMMATICAL.

BY JOHN WALKER,
AUTHOR OF ELEMENTS OF ELOCUTION, RIYMIRG DICTIONARY, &<
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The legacy of Samuel Johnson

Johnson’s dictionary became the standard work of
English lexicography because of its range, objectivity and
use of quotations from major authors to back up
definitions given. It was not until over a century later that it
was superseded by the dictionary which was to become
the Oxford English Dictionary.

¥ida H“wufnmwﬂmwﬂ !
O SN VT T -amn

RO NI T *|
vl B - | ;
== The Oxford |

English
Dictionary

SECOND EDITION
¥

Vidima [
& - Bazesk|




Reassessments:

Celtic and Germanic in the Old English period:
Contact and language shift




Possible Celtic influence on
Old English:

1) Use of possessive
pronouns with parts of the
body: | broke my leg; My
tooth is sore.

2) Use of same form for
reflexives and emphatics:
He washed himself; The
mayor himself came to the
meeting.

Case of convergence: rise of

the continuous form with

verbs, e.g. He was hunting
all the day (Old English: ‘he
was on hunting all the day’)

Settlements of Angles, Saxons
and Jutes in Britain in about 600

SEA, SWAMP
or alluvium

: Humber Estuary

......

ENGLISH CHANNEL

e =



Varieties of English in the twenty-first century

Y

Areas is blue: destinations for settlers; areas in green: countries without
any large English-speaking settler population; there was also a small
amount of emigration to non-anglophone countries, e.g. Argentina.




Varieties of English around the World

In the colonial period (1600-1900) many forms of English (from
England, Scotland and Ireland) were taken abroad and then began to
develop independently at the various overseas locations.

textbook

3

VARIETIES | VARIETIES
OF ENGLISH . F ENGLISH

THE PACIFIC '
AND |
AUSTRALASIA

Kate Burridge . ; | Rajend Mesthrie
Bernd Kortmann B Edito
Editors il




Varieties of English around the World

Africa and Asia have the largest growth in numbers of English speakers; this is
likely to increase dramatically in the course of the present century with

consequences in terms of the global diversification of English and the future
history of the language.



Expanding the base: English in Asia

There are several chapters
dealing with English in the
countries of Asia, both
former colonies, such as
India and Sri Lanka, and
countries, like Japan,
Korea, China and the
Philippines, where English
plays an increasingly
Important role in society.




Expanding the base: English in Africa

In many former colonies of Britain English is
the language of official public usage given
the plethora of indigenous languages. How
English has developed in Africa and its
structural features are examined in several
chapters dedicated to individual countries.




Expanding the base: English in Australasia and the Pacific

Both Australia and New Zealand
have settler and indigenous
populations which have developed
unigue varieties of English.

Many island nations of the Pacific
also have a British colonial
background with individual forms of
English which have arisen there.
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Redressing an imbalance I: the case of Canada

Chapters in original Cambridge history: 2
Chapters in new Cambridge history: 7

Prince
Edward
~ Island

New  Scotia
Brunswick

Canapa - Political

International boundary
------- Provincial/territonial boundary
Alberta Provincefteritory Scale
* Ottawa  Natonal capaial 0 250 S00 750 1000km
< Regina  Provincialterritonal capital | I S I E—




Redressing an imbalance |I: the case of South Africa

Chapters in original Cambridge history: 1
Chapters in new Cambridge history:

4
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There are many internet resources available for English
historical linguistics and these are listed and discussed the new
Cambridge History of the English Language
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And what about Al and historical linguistics ?

Possible uses:

Proto-language reconstruction uses large quantities of data from
attested languages

Help in assessment of large quantities of dialect data as we have
In Middle English

Combing though large amounts of data for lexicographical work

In such cases Al would be of assistance to
historical linguists. The jury is out on
whether it could be creative in this field,
l.e. carry out independent linguistic
analysis. We don‘t know right now (2025).

But watch this space for updates...




Where to find out more: www.raymondhickey.com

Introduction
Research areas, Book projects
Websites
Irish English Resource Centre
Variation and Change in Dublin English
Studying Varieties of English
Studying the History of English
English Linguistics in Essen
Discover Irish

The Sounds of Irish

This is the website of Raymond Hickey, adjunct professor at the University of Limerick, Ireland and
emeritus professor at the University of Duisburg and Essen, Germany. It contains information about my

research interests and current book projects along with several language websites (see items in list on the
left).

Want to find out more about Irish English? Just dick on the flag:

Interested in Varieties of English? Just click on the globe:

-

Curious about Life and Language beyond Earth? just click on the galaxy:

Last altered: September 2025

[ ﬁf_‘,}l\ls | The New Cambridge History of the English Language

Details of individual volumes
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Mew Cambridge History of the English Language

BE CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Mew Cambridge History of the English Language

General editor: Raymond Hickey

Molupee I Molume 1T Wolume 111

Volume IV Molume ' Molume Y1

ﬁ»

Volume I: Context, contact and development
Editor: Laura Wright {Cambridge) and Raymond Hickey (Limerick)

General Editar's Introduction: English, Englishes and the English Language
{Raymond Hickey)

Introduction to Vol. I (Laura Wright and Raymond Hickey)

1. The Indo-Ewopean framework (Donetd Ringe)

2. English in its Germanic surrounding (Wayne Harbart)

3. Language developrsent in the 0ld English peried (Julia Fernandez Cuesta)

4. The geography of English in England (Merja Steenroos)

5. Philalogy and the history of English {Laura Wright and Rayrmond Hickey)

link: www.raymondhickey.com
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U, |{'-:|Inir||;5' at how inherited slements of phonalogy and :":_'-r;1l1r:-lr_||,]}' suryived inta

This vodurne II'.'{"Rl,iI;hI‘_i:'_; the Indo-Ewrogean and Germanic f_:<|-:kr_; wnd to the English |
= variows kinds of contact between the first speakers of an'i:.h and speakers of Celtic, Latin and Scandinavian, under different
wdardization of English took place, with considerable code-Switching, and the structural changes which the language

e O :Il':__'l|i'_-"| pericd, Tt then consider

sociolinguistic circu ances. The manner in which initia
underaent in this earty period are discussed. The varous analytical methods u=ed to examine the available data are considered in a dedicated chapter on philology. The volume

also contains a set of lenger chapters, These take a detailed ook at various levels of language from g.'.-hrl":_1|r-'$;-|-_ mar nh-':-lr_lg,l_ syntax “'r-'::_.l:'||' to spmantics and pragmatics, and

include reviews of histarical sociolinguistics and cnomastics
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This is the website of Raymond Hickey, adjunct professor at the University of Limerick, Ireland and
emeritus professor at the University of Duisburg and Essen, Germany. It contains information about my

research interests and current book projects along with several language websites (see items in list on the
left).

Want to find out more about Irish English? Just dick on the flag:

Interested in Varieties of English? Just click on the globe:

-

Curious about Life and Language beyond Earth? just click on the galaxy:
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The current website — Studying the History of English — is intended as a resource for linguistics students at various levels who are
concerned with the history of the English language. The material in this website is organised into sections, each of which
corresponds to a menu on the top row of the desktop. Each menu then leads to a series of sub-menus which contain texts
explaining various aspects of the topic of the particular menu. Because of the size of texts, some sub-menus lead to a screen
showing a tree on the left and a window on the right, e.g. in the sub-menu on Vocabulary under the Levels menu. You click on
the node of a tree to have the associated item displayed on the right. Click on the last node of a tree, labelled Exit to desktop, to
return to the initial screen of the website. For texts without an associated tree there is a button at the very top which is labelled
Desktop. Clicking on this has the same effect.

The information on this website has been deposited here to allow students to access information on the history of English with
maximum ease in the hope that this will heighten their interest in and improve their knowledge of the subject. The material here,
the texts, the timelines, the galleries, the bibliographies, etc. have been compiled by the author of this website, Raymond Hickey,
and if you use this data for your own work — term essays, publications, presentations or whatever — then you are asked to
acknowledge this accordingly.

Remember that for phonetic symbols to be properly displayed on your computer you must download the supplied phonetic font.
Go to the sub-menu Technical help in the current menu.

You can browse through this website by navigating through the menus and sub-menus which can be accessed on the top line of
the desktop. Alternatively, you can go to the map for the entire website and choose a section from the list presented there.
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